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                     The Earthen Flooring

Earthen Flooring also commonly known as Adobe flooring is 
made up of dirt, raw earth or other unworked ground 
materials.

In modern times, it is usually constructed with mixture of 
sand, clay and finely chopped straw.

An Earthen FloorAfter mixing it with a thick consistency, the mixture it is 
spread with a trowel on a sub-surface. Once it is dry, it is 
saturated with several treatments of a drying oil like Linseed 
Oil.

Earthen floors can be laid on top of previously installed floors.

Construction:



The process of doing mud flooring takes too much of patience.  
Step 1) To remove the first thin layer of dust from the floor and try to fix the cracks.

We took cotton waste cloth and rub that over the surface of mud floor in a circular 
motion so the external dust which is on the surface can be removed and that same dust 
was also filled in the cracks by applying pressure while removing the thin layer of mud 
plaster.



Step 2) Fill the cracks with a appropriate mixture of turpentine, linseed oil and sand dust                                                                                                                
with hands.

We created an appropriate mixture irrespective of proportions of above elements that 
we used but we maintain the thickness of the paste prepared not to be too thick or not 
too thin and feasible to get into cracks and fills it.



Step 3) After Filling the cracks with the mixture in order to make the mud flooring smooth 
and non dusty we started applying the layer of mixture of turpentine and linseed oil in 1:4 
proportion respectively.

We used damped cotton cloth to apply layer 1 and for this proportion of mixture we did 
multiple layers of coating till the absorption of the mud floors decreases precisely we did 
4 layers coating of the above solution on the mud floor.



Applying layers of solutions 
made up of turpentine and 
linseed oil in 1:4 proportion 
respectively

Step 4) After applying 5 layers of 
solution in 1:4 proportion 
keeping the elements same we 
changed the ration to 1:3 and 
applied two more layers



Step 5) Again changing the proportion to 1:2 we applied four more coats of the solution 
and the change seen in this was the surface was absorbing the solution very slowly and 
also the surface was started becoming more smooth. For this we used paint brush as we 
also have to do thick coat. 



Step 6) In the final stage before doing the bee wax we had to do the thick coat of solution 
of turpentine and linseed oil in proportion 1:1 and wait until it dries completely. And as 
the floor had absorbed so much of oil this layer to dry we left it for the day applying final 
layer. Later it became smooth and no dust was coming out of the floor.



                     The Earthen Flooring

A drying oil like Linseed oil with turpentine oil is used to seal 
the floor and protect it from wear and tear.

About seven coats of this mixture in different proportions is 
applied on the floor. Once each coat was absorbed, the next 
coat was applied.

A final coat of wax is applied to the floor to increase the 
durability and luster.

The process of finishing or curing the floor starts after the 
surface is made smooth by rubbing the floor with a stone and 
sandpaper and filling the cracks with a mixture of linseed oil 
(1part) and turpentine oil (3parts) and dust from the floor.

The finishing layer can be ½ to 2 inches thick.

Finishing :



                     The Earthen Flooring

• These floors are easy to clean, comes in variety of 
textures and materials.

• It can be installed over nearly any subflooring.
• The processing is simple and the earthen materials 

require less or no transport. It has up to 90% lower 
embodied energy than concrete.

• It integrates well with radiant heat systems.
• One of the cheapest flooring methods.
• Low maintenance, can either be swept or mopped.
• When properly sealed, stabilized earthen flooring 

does not generate dust.

Advantages : Disadvantages :

• It involves labor intensive process to construct and 
install.

• It is more easily scratched than tile or cement.
• Very few contractors have the expertise to execute 

earthen flooring properly.

“ Ultimately, Earthen Floors are a cheap way to have a brilliant and unusual 
flooring alternative.” 


